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SUB J : BELIZE: LETTER FROM UK PERMREP TO PRESIDENT UNGA 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF LETTER FROM UK PERMREP RICHARD TO 
PRES BOUTEFLIKA OF UNGA DATED 1 1 OCT 1974 AND 
CIRCULATED 16 OCT AS UN DOCUMENT (A/9820). 

I HAVE BEEN ASKED BY THE PREMIER OF BELIZE TO TRANSMIT 

TO YOU, ON BEHALF OF HIS GOVERNMENT, THE FOLLOWING 

MESSAGE ADDRESSED TO YOU CONCERNING THE STATEMENT MADE 

BY THE DISTINGUISHED MINISTER FOR EXTERNAL RELATIONS OF GUATEMALA 

AT THE 2245TH PLENARY MEETING OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY ON 

26 SEPTEMBER 1974, IN WHICH REFERENCE WAS MADE TO BELIZE. 

"THE GOVERNMENT OF BELIZE LEARNS WITH DISMAY THAT THE 
FOREIGN MINISTER OF GUATEMALA, SPEAKING IN THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY ON 26 SEPTEMBER 1974 QUOTED ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 
1514 (XV) TO JUSTIFY THE DENIAL BY HIS COUNTRY OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS PRINCIPLE OF SELF-DETERMINATION TO THE 
PEOPLE OF BELIZE. 

"THIS GOVERNMENT EMPHATICALLY DENIES THAT BELIZE IS OR 
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AND HOLDS THAT NO QUESTION OF THE DISRUPTION OF NATIONAL 
UNITY OR TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY ARISES OR CAN ARISE IN 
RESPECT OF THE CLAIM MADE BY GUATEMALA TO BELIZEAN TERRITORY. 
GUATEMALA CLAIMS TERRITORY THAT IS NOT, AND NEVER HAS BEEN, 
THEIRS AND OVER WHICH THE BELIZEAN PEOPLE CLAIM THE RIGHT 
TO SELF-DETERMINATION. THIS RIGHT IS DENIED TO THE 
PEOPLE OF BELIZE ONLY BECAUSE OF THE THREAT THAT GUATEMALA 
CONTINUOUSLY MAKES OF HER DETERMINATION TO FORCIBLY 
INCORPORATE BELIZE AS PART OF GUATEMALA. 

"ON BEHALF OF HIS GOVERNMENT, THE FOREIGN MINISTER, WE 
I EARN. ATTEMPTED TO ARGUE THAT THE GUATEMALAN EXPAN- 
SIONIST CLAIM TO BELIZE CAN BE RECONCILED WITH THE ASPIRATIONS 
OF THE PEOPLE. SUCH A STATEMENT IS MERELY A COVERT 
RESTATEMENT OF GUATEMALA'S THREAT OF INCORPORTATION. THE 
DECLARED ASPIRATIONS OF THE BELIZE AN PEOPLE IS FOR THE 
RIGHT TO SELF-DETERMINATION, FOR THE RIGHT TO BECOME 
A MEMBER OF THE UNITED NATIONS. BELIZEAN SOVEREIGNTY 
IS NOT FOR NEGOTIATION. ALL SUCH CLAIMS TO SOVEREIGNTY 
OVER BELIZEAN TERRITORY ARE OBNOXIOUS TO THE ASPIRATIONS 
OF THE BELIZEAN PEOPLE. 

"WE WISH TO INFORM YOU, MR. PRESIDENT, THAT THE BELIZE AN 
PEOPLE GO TO FREE AND DEMOCRATIC ELECTIONS ON 30 OCTOBER 
NEXT. EVEN DURING THIS PERIOD, THE PEOPLE OF BELIZE ARE 
UNITED AGAINST THE THREAT OF GUATEMALAN ABSORPTION AND 
REJECT GUATEMALA'S UNFOUNDED CLAIM. THE PEOPLE'S UNITED 
PARTY, THE PARTY IN GOVERNMENT, IS PREPARING THE BELIZEAN 
PEOPLE TO ASSUME THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF INDEPENDENCE. 

THE MANIFESTO UPON WHICH THE PEOPLE WILL BE CLLED UPON TO 
VOTE IS ENTITLED 'THE MANIFESTO FOR THE INDEPENDENT 
BELIZE'. 

"THE BELIZEAN GOVERNMENT REPEATS ITS MESSAGE OF LAST YEAR 
TO THE UNITED NATIONS (A/9466) THAT THE PEACE-LOVING PEOPLE 
OF BELIZE WISH ONLY TO LIVE IN PEACE WITH THEIR NEIGHBOURS 
AND TO EXERCISE THEIR FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT TO SELF-DETERMINATION 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE UNITED NATIONS CHARTER. WE WOULD 
BE OBLIGED, MR. PRESIDENT, IF THE MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY COULD RECEIVE THIS MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNMENT 
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OF BELIZE." 

I SHOULD BE GRATEFUL IF YOU WOULD HAVE THIS MESSAGE 
CIRCULATED AS A DOCUMENT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY UNDER 
AGENDA ITEM 23. 

(SIGNED) IVOR RICHARD 
BENNETT 
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